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MEDALLIC MEMORIALS OF THE GREAT COMETS, 
AND THE POPULAR SUPERSTITIONS CONNECTED WITH THEIR APPEARANCE. 
BY DAVID L. WALTER. 


No attempt has been made in the following paper to give any novel information of a 
strictly astronomical character, nor is there any pretence on the part of the author, that he is 
able to impart any. The astronomical details relating to the various Comets themselves have 
been gathered from many authorities, chiefly from contemporaneous accounts; but frequently 
from more or less well known works on the cometary system, general treatises on astronomy, 
and other sources. 

As to the numismatic portion of the work, the case is different. The author has attempted 
to bring together for the use of his fellow-numismatists, descriptions of all coins and medals 
known to him, which have at any time been struck in remembrance or commemoration of 
Comets, or which bear Comets as part of their devices. Nearly fifty years ago (1839), in the 
annual address of the then President of the Numismatic Society of London, ‘Aree medals of 
Comets were described, and it was suggested that possibly there might be more, and that a very 
interesting list of medals on celestial phenomena might be made. Nothing, however, appears 
to have been done in pursuance of the idea until very lately. 

The present paper was almost completed, and the notes on which it is based had long 
since been read by the author before the American Numismatic and Archaeological Society, 
when, through the kindness of a brother numismatist, Horatio R. Storer, M. D., of Newport, 
R. I., his attention was called to a pamphlet by Drs. Ruland and Pfeiffer of Weimar, published 
as an addenda or appendix to Deutsches Archiv fiir Geschichte der Medicin for 1882, which 
contains among other medals relating to pestilence, famines and medical matters, a list of 
medals relating to Comets; and comprises, with additions, all the medals in an earlier book 
by the same authors entitled “ Pestilentia in Nummis.” 

The pamphlet above spoken of contains several descriptions of medals not found in any 
other place, which have been incorporated into the following paper and duly acknowledged ; 
and also others which the authors, as well as the present writer, found in, and credit to, more 
ancient authorities. Besides being written in the German language, and bearing evidence of 
haste and defective reading of inscriptions in some instances, these pamphlets are merely 
catalogues, of a few pages in length, describing only the medals in the briefest possible 
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manner, without any illustrations, or any account whatever of the events which caused the 
issue of the Medals, or of the Comets thereby commemorated. It is hoped, therefore, that 
the following pages,—in which a very much larger number of medals on the subject treated 
of are described, (some of them for the first time)—and which are also designed to give in an 
unpretentious way a short account of circumstances attending the issue of each medal, the 
Comets commemorated, the superstitions attending their appearance, and the events supposed 
to be coincident therewith — may be acceptable not only to English-speaking numismatists, but 
even to our German brethren, our elders and preceptors in the study of the science. 

Certain very learned numismatists, who in late publications designed to popularize the 
science (!), affect to suppose that all their readers are as familiar with Arabic, Sanscrit, Hebrew, 
and the Greco-Indian dialects as with their mother tongue, and to whom it appears sufficient to 
make statements of fact or theory with an ise dixit— “for he himself hath said it” — will no 
doubt be astonished to find that the writer has not only in all cases given his authorities for his 
statements, but has usually translated into English all quotations, legends or inscriptions in 
foreign tongues. Possibly the very learned few will object; but after all the author fancies 
that many a reader would, like Moliere’s “ Bourgeois Gentilhomme” if asked by the Doctor of 
Philosophy, ‘‘ Vous entendez cela, et vous savez le latin, sans doute?” answer like the worthy 
M. Jourdain, “ Oui: mais faites comme si je ne le savais pas; expliquez moi ce que ce veut 
dire!” 


I. THE COMET OF B.C. 44. 
(THE JULIUM SIDUS.) 


Many of the consecrationary coins of Julius Caesar (Caius Julius Caesar) 
struck after his death by Mark Antony (Marcus Antonius), and a still greater 
number struck by the Emperor Augustus (D. Octavius Augustus Caesar), 
Julius’s adopted son, bear the head or bust of Julius Caesar with the ordinary 
DIVVS IVLIvs or similar inscriptions, and a star or Comet (stella crinita or hairy 
star), as the case may be, over his head, or before or behind his face. As to 
the signification of this star or Comet, authors are divided: Out of the con- 
fusion of opinions,—for confusion there is, as some writers insist the device 
represents a certain star as the Yulium Sidus ; others, that some other 
heavenly body is intended, while others still believe that in portraying one 
it symbolizes all, they being all in reality the same — it appears to be practic- 
able to make an orderly arrangement by reducing the varying opinions into 
the following three classes. The star or Comet represents then either (1) 
Venus, which some assert was the star of Julius ( Yedium Sidus), and that 
spoken of by the writers hereinafter quoted, because the Julia Gens claimed 
descent from Venus: or (2), the star described by Propertius (Lib. IV, Eleg. 
6, 1. 59, 60), as seen at the battle of Actium, which others consider to be the 
‘only original” Fudium Sidus, and the same star spoken of by Horace: — 

Crescit occulto velut arbor aevo, 
Fama Marcelli; micat inter omnes 


Julium sidus velut inter ignes 


Luna minores. 
Lib. I, Ode XII, lines 45-48. 


translated by Lord Lytton thus: 


Tree-like grows up, through unperceived increases, 
Marcellus’ fame. As the moon throned in heaven 
Mid lesser lights, the Julian Constellation 

Shines out resplendent. 
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The translation is of the most liberal, but with the alteration of ‘“ Con- 
stellation” into “ star,” which can also be given as the equivalent of szdus, 
‘it will serve.” Virgil also speaks of this star: — 

Hine Augustus agens Italos in proelia Caesar 
Cum Patribus Populoque, Penatibus et magnis Dis. 
Stans celsa in puppi; geminas cui tempora flammas 
Laeta vomunt patriumque aperitur vertice sidus. 

Agnetp, Lib. VIII, lines 678-682 

Dryden, who translates the verses, was evidently familiar with the Fsdiam 
Sidus, from his other translations ; witness his version :— 

Young Caesar on the stern in armor bright 
Here leads the Romans and their gods to fight ; 
His beaming temples shoot their flames afar 
And o’er his head is hung the Fudian Star. 


Again, in the Ninth Eclogue, lines 46-48, Virgil speaks of this star: — 


Moe. Daphni quid antiquos signorum suspicis ortus ? 
Ecce Dionaei processit Caesaris Astrum. 

Daphnis, why gaze you on those signs of ancient date ? 
Behold, Dionaean Caesar’s Star hath entered into course. 


The allusion is to Caesar as of the Julian Gens, which sprang from 
Aeneas, son of Venus and Anchises. 

(3) The third opinion is that the stars and Comets represent the great 
Comet which was seen by the Romans soon after the death of Caesar, and 
while his adopted son Augustus was celebrating games to Venus Genetrix in 
honor of Caesar, which Comet was the Julium Sidus. Pliny, Seneca, Sueto- 
nius and others speak of this Comet, and Pliny (Hist. Nat., 226. 11, c. 23) 
gives us Augustus’ own words : — 


lis ipsis ludorum meorum diebus sidus crinitum per septem dies in regione coeli quae sub 
septentrionibus est, conspectum. Id oriebatur circa undecimam horam diei, clarumque et 
omnibus e terris conspicuum fuit. Eo sidere significari vulgus credidit Caesaris animam inter 
deorum immortalium numina receptam: quo nomine id insigne simulacro capitis ejus quod mox 
in foro consecravimus adjectum est. 


On those very days when I was exhibiting some games to the people, a Comet appeared 
for seven days and was seen in the northern part of the heavens. [In that part of the heavens 
which is under the Septentriones or the bright stars of the Great Bear. Halley. Synopsis 
Astron. Comet.| It rose about the eleventh hour of the day; it was a remarkable one, and 
visible all over the world. The common people believed it signified the reception of the soul 
of Caesar into the number of the immortal gods, on which account the image of the Star was 
added to the statue representing Caesar’s head, which we have lately consecrated in the forum. 
( Whiston.) 


Suetonius (In Julius §88) giving a very similar account, says that the 
games were in honor of Caesar’s deification. 


Periit sexto et quinquagesimo aetatis anno; atque in deorum numerum relatus est, non 
ore modo decernentium sed et persuasione vulgi, siquidem ludis quos primo consecratos ei 
haeres Augustus edebat, s¢e//a crinita per septem dies continuos fulsit, exoriens circa undecimam 
horam, creditumque est, animam esse Caesaris in coelum recepti: et hac de causa simulacro 
ejus én vertice additur stella, etc. 


He died in the fifty-sixth year of his age, and was ranked among the gods, not only by a 
formal decree, but in the belief of the vulgar; for during the first games which Augustus, his 
heir, consecrated to his memory, a Comet blazed for seven days together, rising at eleven 
o'clock, and it was supposed to be the soul of Caesar now received into heaven, for which 
reason likewise a star has been placed above his bust. 
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Nor are the poets silent as to this Comet. Ovid tells its story most 
elegantly (Metamorphoses, Book 15. ‘‘ The apotheosis of Caesar”). Venus 
having endeavored to avert the impending evil from her descendant Julius, 
Jove shows her that Fate is immutable ; and consoles her with an account of 
the wondrous deeds that Augustus (whom Ovid thus adroitly flatters) shall 
perform, and adds: (I quote from the English translation of Welsted, 1736.) 

Meantime your hero’s fleeting spirit bear 

Fresh from his wounds and change it to a star ; 
So shall great Julius rights divine assume 

And from the skies eternal smile on Rome. 

_ - : , . 

The poet then thus beautifully describes the reception of Caesar's soul 
by Venus: 

Vix ea fatus erat; media cum sede Senatus 
Constitit alma Venus nulli cernenda; suique 
Caesaris eripuit membris, nec in aera solvi 

Passa recentem animam caelestibus intulit astris 
Dumque tulit, lumen capere, atque ignescere sensit 
Emisitque sinu. Luna volat altius illa, 
Flammiferumque trahens spatioso limite crinem 
Stella micat, natique videns benefacta fatetur 

Esse suis majora, etc. 


This spoke; the goddess to the Senate flew 

Where, her fair form concealed from mortal view, 
Her Caesar’s heavenly part she made her care. 

Nor left the recent soul to waste to air, 

But bore it upward to its native skies. 

Glowing with new-born fire she saw it rise 

Forth springing from her bosom up it flew, 

And kindling as it soared a Comet grew. 

Above the lunar sphere it took its flight 

And shot behind it a long trail of light.—( Wedsted.) 


It is hardly necessary that we should at this late day re-open the discus- 
sion as to which of the stars or Comets is represented on the coins. He who 
would read, in Latin generally (and some rather crabbed Latin at that), some 
exceedingly learned, lengthy and tiresome discussions on the subject, can do 
so in the Numismatic works of Goltz, Vaillant, Morelli, Erizzo, Eckhel and 
others, besides some still more ancient (and long-winded) authors. To us it 
seems a very simple and probable solution to say that the coins which clearly 
bear the star with a hairy tail, the ancient method of representing a Comet 
(‘‘stella crinita” or hairy star), do refer to the great Comet, while the others, 
simply portraying a star without the tail, represent the stars spoken of. 
The probability is that all these various heavenly bodies were intended to be 
commemorated. Of the coins which are acknowledged by all authorities to 
represent a Comet, we therefore describe those which are admitted by the 
best modern authorities (Cohen and Babelon) to exist, and to be genuine; 
adding a few found only in Morelli, who is probably more reliable than most 
of the older authors; and rejecting all others as ill described, imaginary or 
counterfeit pieces, and of course making no mention of pieces with the simple 
star without a tail. 


1. Obdverse. Laureated bust of Julius Caesar to right, above, a Comet. Legend, 
M SANQVINIVS 111. VIR M. Sanquinius Triumvir (of the mint). 
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Reverse. A_ priest standing, 
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with a caduceus and round buckler. 


29 


Legend, 


AVGVST(vs) Divi F(ilivs) LvDos sAEc(vlares) (fecit understood). Augustus, the son of 


the deified (Julius), celebrated the secular games. 


Struck under Augustus. 


Aureus, gold; Denarius, silver. 


Cohen, /mp. 2d Ed., Julius, 4, 5 ; [bid, Cons. Sanquinia, and plate XXXVI, No. 2; 


Babelon, Julia, 255, 256; Sanguinia, 1, 2. 


2. Obverse. 
Reverse. Bust of Augustus to right. 


Our plate I, No. 1 (copied from Babelon). ' 


Similar to No. 1, and with the same legend. 


Legend, AVGvstTvs Divi F_ Denarius. 


Cohen, Cons. Sanquinia, 1, and plate XXXVI; Sang. 1; Babelon, Sang. 3, Julia, 


257; Cohen, /mp. Cesar and Octave, 1. 
correctly as AVGVSTVS. 
3- Obverse. 
Caesar surmounted by a Comet. 

Reverse. 


NIVS * III * VIR ° M * SANQVINIVS 


In his text Cohen says Aavevst but engraves 
Our plate I, No. 2 (copied from Babelon). 


Laureated head of Julius 


Crown above, underneath which os. CIVIS SERVATOS. 


This unique (?) denarius is said by Boutkowsky, Dictionnaire Numismatique, Vol. I, 


page 46, to have been sold No. 2455, Fontana Sale, Paris, 1860. 


not in Cohen or Babelon. 


4. Obverse. 
P. F. III VIR. 


Reverse. As reverse of No. 2. 


Engraved by Morelli, plate XXIX, 22. 


Bust of Caesar to left, overhead a Comet. 


It is unedited, and 


Legend, M SANQVINIUS. 


No where else. Evidently doubted by 


Cohen and Babelon. Distinguished by the p F (Pius Felix). 


5- Obverse. 
Reverse. 


field, pivvs—ivLivs. Denarius. 


Cohen, Cous. plate XXIII, 70; also des. p. 93, e¢ seg. ; Babelon, /u/ia, 263. 


Bust of Augustus Caesar to left. 
A large Comet or hairy-tailed star, dividing the words Aorizontally in 


Legend, CAESAR AVGVSTVS. 


Not 


in Morelli ; Cohen, /mp. Octave Auguste,97. Our plate I, No. 3 (from Babelon). 


6. Obdverse. 
Reverse. Similar to No. 5. 


Similar to No. §, bust to rzgt, with same head. 


Cohen, Cous. plate XXIII; Julia, 6; lbid., Imp., 2d Ed., Aug., 98; Morelli, /udia, 


VII, E; Babelon, /u/ia, 264. 
7. Obverse. Similar tp No. 6. 


Reverse. 


Our plate I, No. 4 (from Babelon). 


Bust differs somewhat. 
Similar, but the word Divvs is between the sixth and seventh ray, in- 


stead of between the seventh and eighth, and the word IvLivs between second and 


third ray. Unedited? 


the genuineness of this denarius. 


Our plate I, No. 5. 


Engraved from the specimen in my own collection. 
It in a measure rehabilitates Morelli, /a/za, pl. VII, 


I entertain no doubt as to 


V.* except that the latter is entirely incorrectly drawn as to the position of the rays. 


8. Obdverse. 
Reverse. 


1 One of the Editors of the Yournal suggests that 
the figure is that of a Salic priest bearing the ancile. 
Cohen says it is, but this is doubted by the learned 
author of an article on the subject in the Revue Belge 
de Numismatique hereafter spoken of (M. de Schodt). 
He observes that the Salic priests had nothing to do 
with the /udos saeculares. Eckhel, who discards the 
theory, and also that advanced by others, that the figure 
is that of a fecial priest, says it represents the Herald 
(praeco) who announced the games. The learned author 
be named agrees with Eckhel and also suggests that 
the round buckler is not shaped like the ancile, which 
was échancré (sloping), as pictured on the coins of Pub. 
Lic. Stolo. (See Cohen, Licinia, 9 and 10.) He says 


As No. 6; legend the same. 
The Comet, with pivvs above and Iv_ivs below. 


that in the specimens he has examined, the inscription 
of the reverse is SAE not SAEC. M. de Schodt’s article 
is in the volume for 1887, 3d part; it is very lengthy 
and exceedingly erudite. The learned author goes into 
many very interesting discussions as to matters which 
do not concern our present subject: as, for example, 
whether certain wreaths are of oak or laurel, etc., and 
the exact date of issue of each coin. He does not des- 
cribe any coins not found in the standard authors we 
quote from, but does mention everything Caesarean or 
Augustan with any kind of a star, leaving the student 
to make his own selections of those which refer to the 
Julium Sidus. 
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Cohen, Cons., X XIII, 68 ; /ézd., Jmp., 2d Ed., 100; Morelli, Judéa, plate VII ; Babe- 
lon, Julia, 262. 

9. Obverse. As No. 5. 

Reverse. Same as No. 8. 

Cohen, /mp., 2d Ed., 99; Babelon, /u/éa, 261. (Our plate I, No. 6 from Babelon.) 

10. Obdverse. Bust of Augustus to left as No. 5, and the same legend. 

Reverse. The Comet divides the words pivvs IvLivs which run diagonally across 
the field. 

Morelli, /u/za, plate VII, 5. Nowhere else. 


The following, also, I find ov/y in Morelli. They are engraved by him, 
but his plates being on the ancient plan of representing all the coins as of 
one size, and perfectly round, without regard to their real appearance or 
dimensions, they are not as trustworthy as they might be. Still he is a 
tolerably good authority. They are not included in Cohen or Babelon, and 
may be considered as needing “ corroborative evidence.” See his plate XX of 
“ Nummi Consulares.” 

11. Obverse. Bust of Caesar to right. Legend, pivos IvLivs. 

Reverse. A hairy-tailed star ; no legend, Silver. 

Morelli, plate XX, 13. 

12. Odverse. Similar to the last. Legend, Divvs IvLius. 

Reverse. Similar to the preceding; no legend. Silver. 

Morelli, plate XX, 14. 

13. Odverse. Similar. The Comet is over the head; no legend. 

Reverse. Divi ivL1. The Comet. Silver. 

Morelli, plate XX, 15. 

14. Obdverse. Bust to right, a lituus behind head. Legend, DIvI F IMP PONT. 
11 VIR R PC For Divi filius, imperator, pontifex, triumvir, ret publicae constituen- 
dae. Son of the deified (Julius), emperor, pontiff, triumvir, for the re-establishing 
of the Republic. 


15. Odverse. Bust to right. Legend, IMP. CAESAR DIVI IVLI F. 


Reverse. The Comet. Legend, 111 vIR ITER R Pp C_ Triumvir tterum, etc., 
as above. Aureus, gold. 


Morelli, plate XX, 18. 

16. Odverse. Bust to right, over the head a Comet. Legend, Divi IvLI. 
Reverse. Bust of Augustus to right. Legend, pivi F CAESAR. Aureus, gold. 
Morelli, plate XX, 22. 

17. Obverse. Bust to right, over the head a Comet. Legend, pivvs IvLius. 


Reverse. Bust of Augustus to left. Legend, Imp CAESAR Divi IvLI F. Dena- 
rius, silver. 


Morelli, plate XX, 23. 
18. Odverse. Bust to right, over the head a Comet. Legend, Divi IvLI. 


Reverse. Bust of Augustus to right. Legend, CAESAR DIvI F III VIR R P C 
Explained above. 


Morelli, plate XX, 24. 
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II. THE COMET OF THE YEAR 1. 


E: THE STAR OF BETHLEHEM. 


Whatever may be thought at the present time of this star, and the pro- 
priety of taking in a literal sense the portion of the New Testament in which 
it was spoken of, it was in mediaeval times, and until very recently, universally 
believed to have been a comet; and to have doubted it, would simply have 
been to incur the reputation of heresy, with the attendant risks and penalties. 
There are a great number of coins and medals bearing representations of the 
Adoration of the Magi; and in every case they show the star as a Comet 
with a tail. Of course it would be impossible to describe all the coins and 
medals of this class; and as the Comet is merely an accessory, it would per- 
haps hardly be necessary. The following will serve as examples of the class. 
They are all of comparatively modern dates. 


1. Obdverse. Bust of Pope Pius V to left. Legend, pivs v ponrt(ifex) opr(imus) 
MAX(imus) ANNO VI. Exergue, F. p.? (Pius V, the best supreme pontiff, 6th year.) 

Reverse. The Adoration, the Comet over the Infant’s head as He is held by His 
mother. Legend, ILLVMINARE HIERVSALEM (To enlighten Jerusalem). Bronze. Size 
36mm. 23A. S. 


Was in my own collection ; stolen therefrom, August, 1889. 


2. Obverse. The stall and the finding of the Infant Jesus by the shepherds. 
The Virgin points to the infant, two shepherds kneel and one stands (or perhaps the 
standing figure is Joseph), two asses in the stall look on; above all and directly over 
the Infant’s head, the Comet as a star with long tail shows through the roof. Legend, 
PASTORES * IN * INVENIVNT * MARIA * IOSEPH Z. INFANTEM IESVM. POSITV. IN PRA&(Sipio) 
Lvc. 2. (The three shepherds find Mary, Joseph and the Infant Jesus placed ina 
manger. Luke 2.) (See chapter.) While IN. seems plain, yet it is probably a blunder 
for 11. 

Reverse. The Virgin holds the Infant in her lap, the three magi offer rich gifts 
(the scene looks more like a palace than a stable), in left distance another building 
wtth male figure, over all the Comet as on obverse. Legend, MAGI AB ORIENTE | 
CHRISTO (MVNERA ?) DEFERVNT * AVRVM * THVS * Z * MYRRHAM. MA. 11: (The Magi from 
the East offer to Christ gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. Matthew II. See 
verses I-11.) Silver Medal (Thaler). Size 48 mm. 31 A. S. Very elaborate design, 
cast, probably of the early part of the sixteenth century. Made at Joachimsthal. 

Was in my own collection. Stolen therefrom August, 1889.' 


3- Obverse. Bust of the Virgin. Legend, s. MARIA MATER DEI. (Holy Mary, the 
mother of God.) 

Reverse. The presentation by the Virgin to the three kings, overhead the Comet. 
Legend, s(ancti) CAS(par) MELCH(IOR) v(nd) BALTH(asar). Exergue, 1eTron. Brass 
spielmarke, or jetton. 

Was in my own collection. Stolen therefrom August, 1889. 


These are the names of the “three kings,” as preserved by tradition ; and as 
they are the patron saints of Cologne, this jeton was probably struck there. The 
Comet here is an unmistakable long-tailed Comet in the ordinary form.? 


1 There are dozens if not hundreds of German, Papal 2 All the medals next to be described of the Comet 
and other Religious Medals with same reverse, and in of 1558 (Comet of the death of Charles V, Roman Ger- 
fact many minute varieties of this medal. The Comet man Emperor) bear the adoration and show the Star of 
on all these pieces is drawn according to the rule of Bethlehem as a Comet, referring alike to that star and 
Heraldry for drawing a Comet as distinguished from an the aforesaid Comet. 
etoile or mullet. See Note at conclusion of paper. 


{To be continued. ] 








32 AMERICAN JOURNAL OF NUMISMATICS. [OcTOBER, 


A NUMISMATIC WHIM. 


In the various complimentary effusions prefixed to L. Smid’s “ Golden 
Coins of Rome,” I find one which closes with the following ingenious distich, 
which I copy for the Yourna/l: it runs thus :— 


RI R > D D 
oC PTORUM ERUM UMMORUM ESPICE ICTA, 
Ul Vv N R P 
SI QU R I N I T 
I A IDEM ISU ACIEMUS AM NDE ACEBUNT. 
LL F Vv F I Vv PL 


Using the superior letters of each line in reading them, the epigram 
may be freely translated, ‘‘ Regard not what the writers of history say ; their 
statements should be thrown aside with a smile, and they will be silent (¢. e. 
will be forgotten) :” if however we use the inferior letters, the lines may be 
read, ‘ Re ard as true the works of engravers of money (or die- sinkers). 
Their efforts we may rely upon when seen, and they will give us pleasure.” 

This work of Smid’s, by the way, has prefixed to each of its biographi- 
cal sketches a sort of compendium of the views of Suetonius, some of them 
elegantly written. Here is a liberal translation of what he says of Nero: — 
‘‘Darest thou, oh pen, to write this name, or even to utter it? He stung 
with the pen those whom he would slay with the sword. He was a great 
man in private life, but the worst among the great. His abilities would have 


made him worthy to be a king, had he not worn a crown..... M. 


RECENT ACCESSIONS TO THE MINT CABINET. 


Tur Mint Cabinet has lately come into possession of a set of coins, 
which in a little while will probably be reckoned among the rare coins of the 
world. They are those issued during the brief reign of Frederick, the silent 
Emperor of Germany, and comprise ‘the twenty and ten mark pieces in gold, 
and the five and two mark pieces in silver. They are described as follows: — 


Gold Twenty Mark piece of Emperor Frederick of Germany. Obverse, Head of 
Emperor to right, ‘ FRIEDRICH DEUTSCHER KAISER KONIG V, PREUSSEN:” Reverse, 
A crowned eagle, with a shicld upon his breast, bearing the arms of the German 
empire, “DEUTSCHES REICH 1888.” In the exergue, “20 MARK.” On the edge, “ GoTT 
MIT UNS. 

Gold Ten Mark piece. Same style, except that it has an ornamental scroll work 
on the edge. 

Silver Five Mark piece. Same type as Twenty Mark piece. 

Silver Two Mark piece. Same, but with reeded edge. 


Another recent addition is described as follows: — 


Gold Ten Mark piece of Otto, King of Bavaria. Obverse, His head to left, “orro 
KOENIG VON BAYERN.’’ Reverse, Same as other Ten Mark pieces, with ornamental 
scroll work on edge. 
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TETRADRACHM OF SARDANAPALUS.” 


A siLveR Tetradrachm in the British Museum, size 18 American scale (Mionnet 
g), has the head of King Antiochus VIII Epiphanes (B.C. 140) on the obverse without 
any inscription: but on the reverse is an edifice or shrine with the inscription on 
either side in vertical columns— 
Ze ME ETII@ANOYE on the left, and BAZSIAEQS ANTIOXOY on the right, each in two lines. 


The monument in the centre has a basement consisting of a lofty podium with 
plinth, die and cornice; the die is occupied by a large central panel, in which are 
suspended three festoons with four pendants at the points of suspension. From this 
pedestal rises a pyramidal mass, at the summit of which the margins on either side 
assume the forms of volutes with a disk between them; up above, other similar volutes 
are formed without the disk. Then comes a circular pedestal, on which sits an eagle 
with outstretched wings. The panel of the pyramid is filled in with a bas-relief, 
representing at the base an animal supposed by some to be a lion with goat’s horns. 
Before and behind it is a cap, like those of the Dioscuri, similar to the ones on a medal 
of Berenice, wife of Ptolemy Euergetes, and which have not as yet been accounted for 
by any antiquarian or numismatist. Above the animal rises a figure with his out- 
stretched right arm, in action resembling the Roman emperor when addressing an 
allocution to the soldiery or populace. In his left the figure holds some object as 
though transfixed on a sword. Behind him is a parazonium. From his shoulder 
floats, as it were, a robe or mantle, or as has been suggested, a quiver with arrows and 
the bow. The head has a long beard and a species of cap surmounted in front by a 
small figure, recalling altogether the character of an Assyrian monarch on the Nineveh 
sculptures. 

Until within a few years these tetradrachms were unknown, but a considerable 
number were discovered near Tarsus in Cilicia, thus connecting them immediately 
with the city, the brass coins of which were already known to possess the same 
emblem. There is a large variety of this type from Antiochus VIII Epiphanes to 
Demetrius II Nikator (A.D. 200) whose medal bears the inscription— 


BAXIAEOS® : AHMHTPIOY « OEOY - NIKATOPO® 


Strabo mentions Anchiale, which was about a day’s journey from Tarsus, as. 
situate a little above the sea, and Aristobulus states it to have been built by Sardana- 
palus, and that there was there a monument of Sardanapalus, the stone image of 
whom showed the fingers of the right hand as though they were snapping. There 
were, he observes, who said that there was inscribed in Assyrian characters the 
following sentence : — Sardanapalus, son of Anacyndaraxes, built Anchiale and Tarsus 
in one day, but do you, O stranger, eat, drink, and play, for all these are not worth 
that (a snap of the fingers.) After which are quoted six hexameter Greek verses, a 
lengthened paraphrase of the exhortation. 

Athenzus gives another story about a monument of Sardanapalus, the inscription 
on which recorded that he built the two cities in one day “ but is now dead,” which 
suggests a less profane reflection than the former. 

Arrian, who copies his description of the same monument from the writers of 
the age of Alexander, mentions the figure as having the hands joined in clapping. 
(Smith, “ Geogr. Dict.” sub voce Anchiale.) 

Colonel Leake in his “ Numismata Hellenica, Asiatic Greece,” p. 129, describes 
these coins ; and in his “European Greece,” p. 28, he notices the bronze coins of 
Tarsus, on which appears the same identical monument, placed under an arched 
canopy, which is upborne by a human figure at each end, as though the group formed 
the shrine in a temple. These date as recently as the third century. 

Sardanapalus seems to have been deified, apparently by the Assyrians, and had a 
place given him in the same temple with the Babylonian Venus at Hierapolis, the 
holy city. Smith (Biogr. Dict.) alludes to the identity of the god Sandon and the king 
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Sardanapalus, which was first asserted by K. O. Miiller, supported with further argu- 
ments by Movers. 

It appears, therefore, that the inhabitants of Anchiale had erected a tomb to 
their founder, and that at Tarsus also there was a shrine made to assume the firm 
proportions and features of the tomb erected to his memory, and which may possibly 
have been similar to the one erected at Nineveh or elsewhere in Assyria. Hence the 
reason of the adoption of the type on the bronze coins of Tarsus and on the silver 
tetradrachms of the race of the Antiochi. 

The form of this edifice is of peculiar interest, being of a type prevalent in those 
parts, the earliest of which were the stepped mounds of Assyria, in Nineveh, the city 
of Sardanapalus, and Babylon, etc. After these in chronological series came the 
Pyramids of Egypt, some of them also stepped, others with a smooth revetment. 
Then we have the description of the tomb of Mausolus at Halicarnassus as given by 
Pliny, having a lower peristyle, above which rose a pyramidal stepped roof crowned on 
the summit by the king in his chariot. All these show an unity of design. But of 
these examples this pyramid alone had an inscription, unless the one recorded by 
Hicrodotus on the pyramid of Ghizeh be admitted, and certainly our medal is the only 
record of a sculptured surface. 

Col. Leake and others consider without a doubt, that the figure stands upon the 
animal; and Layard in his ‘“ Nineveh and its Remains ’”’ (8vo, London, 1849, p. 456), 
gives a plate of the Hera or the Assyrian Venus from a rock tablet near the ancient 
Pterium, showing a figure standing on an animal, which occurs also on a medal. 

Another remarkable feature, connecting such a monument with the rogus of the 
Romans, that is the arrangement of the square pedestal with its central panel and 
festoons, exactly corresponds with the like distribution in the pyre of Antoninus on 
another picce ; and the eagle on the summit with outstretched wings is identical with 
the eagle which was let loose and flew away as the imperial corpse was consuming. 
[lence we may presume that the Roman pyre in its design was a tradition adopted from 
the Kast. 

The AZ and ME are merely the marks of the mint-masters. This dates previously 
to the Roman rule and far before the Christian era, and is the earliest medal extant 
which bears an architectural monument. 


TERMS USED IN DESCRIBING COINS. 


Honier, in * Records of Roman History,” seems to have been the first 
to give the more striking colors of the coins he describes. Such expressions 
as the following are extremely life-like and convey an excellent idea of the 
specimens: ‘A fine green coin,” ‘a good bronze brown coin,” “a good brown 
coin,” ‘a good, mottled green Campana coin,” ‘a good, mottled green and 
red Campana coin,” ‘‘a fine, dark-green coin,” ‘a good coin, mottled red and 
green,” ‘a fine water, gold-colored Campana coin,” ‘a red Cyrian copper 
coin,” ‘‘a fine, gold-colored Campana coin,” ‘a beautiful Campana green 
coin,” ‘a beautiful, red-bronze Campana coin,” “a very beautiful Campana 
green-bronze coin,” ‘avery good black coin,” ‘‘a red coin,” ‘a very pale- 


green color,” ‘a beautiful grass-green Campana coin,” “a fine Campana coin, 
glossy black, mingled with green,” “raw sienna or drab coin,” ‘a beautiful, 
pale, dove-color, Campana coin,” ‘a purple coin, with green, Campana tinge,” 
‘reddish or pale-orange color,” ‘ reddish-brown coin,” “ fine, emerald-green 
color,” ‘‘ mottled red green,” “ extraordinarily beautiful purple-violet patina.” 
Some of these expressions are not altogether clear to us, but upon the whole 
they give an additional vividness to coin descriptions. EX. 
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WASHINGTON MEDALS. 


By the kindness of Mr. Lyman H. Low, of New York, we are enabled to supply 
full descriptions of the various Medals which were struck for the Centennial of the 
Inauguration of Washington, and to illustrate two of them in the present number of 
the Yournal. A priced descriptive Catalogue of these medals can be obtained on 
application to the Scott Stamp and Coin Company, 12 East Twenty-third Street, 
New York City. 


I. Obverse. Bust of Washington, to left. Legend, divided, PATER PATRI® | M.D.CCLXXXIX, 
Behind the bust the fasces. In exergue, GEORGE | WASHINGTON. 13 stars around the border. 
Reverse. Heraldic eagle. Inscription in fourteen lines, E PLVRIBVS VNVM | TO | COMMEMORATE 
THE | INAVGVRATION OF | GEORGE WASHINGTON | AS FIRST PRESIDENT OF THE | VNITED STATES 
OF AMERICA | AT NEW YORK. APRIL XXXTH | MDCCLXXXIX—BY | AVIHORITY OF THE | COMMITTEE 
ON | CELEBRATION NEW YORK | APRIL XXXTH | *MDCCCLXXXIX* Pendant from a bar inscribed 
NEW YORK | 1789 —Gw (script)— 1889. Bronze, size 22. From dies. ‘The finest and rarest 
medal struck, commemorating the occasion ; it has never been on sale, but was distributed to 
members of the Committee only. Designed by Augustus Saint Gaudens. 


II. Same design as the preceding. but cas¢ in bronze, size 70. This is the medal that 
was on sale by authority of the Committee. 


III. Odverse. Head of Washington to left, within a five-pointed star, around the edge of 
which, NEW YORK—CITY—APRIL 30TH—188g | FIRST IN WAR—FIRST IN PEACE—AND FIRST—IN 
THE—HEARTS OF—HIS COUNTRYMEN. The whole upon a circular, radiated field. Aeverse. 
Blank. Pendant from a bar, with a shield at either end; above, a spread eagle. On the bar 
CENTENNIAL | INAUGURATION with ribbon. White metal, oxidized. Size 31. 


IV. Obdverse. Bust of Washington, three-quarters facing within an oval circle of dots. 
Legend, GEO WASHINGTON FIRST PRESIDENT OF THE U. S. Below the oval, 1789. Reverse. 
Busts of the President and Vice President facing, each in an oval; on a label between, 
HARRISON AND MORTON. Above is a shield. Below, 1889. Pendant from a bar inscribed 
CENTENNIAL, connected by a ribbon, with a second bar inscribed INAUGURAL. White metal, 
bronzed, and also gilt and oxidized. See plate. Size 24. 


V. Obverse. Equestrian Statue of Washington. Legend, CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION OF 
THE INAUGURATION ; above the statue, GEORGE WASHINGTON 1759-1889. Reverse. Inscription, 
SOLDIER’S | MEDAL—PARTICIPATED. Pierced, with ring, ribbon and pin attached. White metal 
gilt. Size 26. 


VI. Obdverse. Bust to right. Legend, GEoRGE—wWasHINGTON — Plain raised border. 
Reverse. WASHINGTON INAUGURAL NEW YORK — APRIL 30 1889. Within a wreath, front view 
of the building in which the ceremonies took place in 1789. FEDERAL HALL | WALL ST. 
Pierced, with eagle and pin. White metal, size 26. 


VII. Odverse. Bust to right. Legend, GeorGeE —WasHINGTON. In exergue, 1789. 
Reverse. Double circle around the border, CENTENNIAL ANNIVERSARY OF THE INAUGURATION 
NEW YORK APRIL 30 178g9—FIRST PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES. In the field, Arms of 
New York within a wreath. Pierced and mounted with eagle and pin. White metal. Size 23. 


VIII. Odverse. Head to left. 1789-1889. Reverse. Inscription in five lines, SOUVENIR 
|OF THE | CENTENNIAL | FESTIVAL | APRIL 1889 Pierced, with ribbon. White metal. Size 25. 


IX. Odverse. Bust three-quarters facing, in oval. Legend, * GEORGE WASHINGTON FIRST 
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES ® In exergue, 1789. everse. Washington taking the 
oath ® CENTENNIAL ANNIVERSARY OF HIS INAUGURATION NEW YORK ®. In exergue, in two 
lines, APRIL 30 | 1889. White metal. Size 32. Frequently pierced, and pendant by a ribbon 
from a bar, as III. 


X. Obdverse. Head to left. Above, GEoRGE WASHINGTON; beneath, in two lines, First 
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES | INAUGURATED APRIL 30,1789. Reverse. A circle of thirteen 
links upon which are letters abbreviating the names of the original States. In the centre, the 
sun on an eleven-pointed star, backed by a radiated star of thirteen points. Legend, CeNTEN- 
NIAL OF THE INAUGURATION OF THE FIRST PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES APRIL 30 1889 
within a circle of 42 small stars. Bronzed. White metal. Size 34. 
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XI. Obverse. Naked bust to right. Legend upon a broad raised border, FIRST PRESI- 
DENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, and at the bottom, veo rarrr#qve rweus The border 
is engrailed with thirteen arches, and a star in each point. Reverse. View of the Brooklyn 
Bridge and East River; above is the radiant sun and nac ovum meminisse yuvasrr and beneath, the 
arms of New York city upon a mantling of crossed flags from which spring olive branches, 
Legend in double line, around two-thirds of border, TO COMMEMORATE THE WASHINGTON 
INAUGURAL CENTENNIAL | NEW YORK CITY 1789 — APRIL 30— 188g. Bronze and white metal. 
Size 33. (Dies by Lovett). See plate. 

The ribbons used with all these medals were usually the national colors, red, 
white and blue, arranged in perpendicular stripes. 


THE PASSION FOR COLLECTING. 


Tike Saturday Review says that when the late Sir Henry Holland was a very old 
man he regretted that in early life he had not taken to collecting, and he touched off 
its advantages in a few neat sentences. # The interest,” he remarked, “is one which 
augments with its gratification, is never exhausted by completion, and often survives 
when the more tumultuous business or enjoyments of life have passed away.” In 
short, he placed collecting where our fathers used to place whist. The young man 
who does not collect will be miserable when he is old. The inexhaustibility of the 
object adds immensely to the advantages of collecting. When Heber had all or nearly 
all the rare books he knew of, he began to gather duplicates. The print collector in 
the same way begins with ordinary impressions. He thinks he can get together a 
complete set of some master, perhaps, and succeeds pretty well until in an evil —or 
shall we say a happy ?—hour he comes upon a proof. Then all must be proofs. First 
states are rare, but all must be first states. As his eye grows in knowledge he perceives 
that no two impressions are exactly alike, and that while one is good for this feature, 
another is good for that. Against the particular collector may be set the universal ; 
but universal collecting has a serious drawback. It seldom approaches completion in 
any one branch. The omniverous collector is, as a rule, too easily pleased. It is 
impossible that he should be an equally good judge of all the things he buys —coins, 
gems, ivories, bronzes, embroideries, Elzevirs, pictures, scarabs, porcelains, etchings, 
and soon, A grain of special knowledge will be more useful than a catholic apprecia- 
tion of the beautiful in every form. 





THE MYSTERY OF COINS. 


Every coin has its story of human use, could it but speak. It has passed 
through hands long since reduced to dust, but the coin survives. It has been 
the purchase price of necessaries and of luxuries, the wages of the laborer and 
the pay of the soldier. Robbers perhaps have stolen it, perhaps have gained 
it at the expense of human life. It has been buried around the flag staff on 
some battle field, or lost in some peril of the traveller, or buried in the earth 
by some miserly hand whence the rain-wash has exhumed it, or the plough- 
share, or the spade and pick excavating for a foundation wall. What inci- 
dents could any ancient piece add to the history of ages had an audible voice 
been given to it! Possibly it fell from the hand of an Emperor, as he scat- 
tered his gifts on his coronation day; perhaps it was the last stake of some 
gamester, by which he sought to recover his wasted fortune. What journeys 
it may have taken ; what distress it may have relieved; what pleasure it may 
have given. Imagination fails in attempting to trace its possible experiences. 
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THE MEDALS, JETONS, AND TOKENS ILLUSTRATIVE OF THE 
SCIENCE OF MEDICINE. 


BY DR. HORATIO R. STORER, NEWPORT, R. I. 
(Continued from Vol. XXIV, p. 18.] 


Tue following are the descriptions of the three medals, our Nos. 6, 7 and 8, of 
the University of Bishop’s College, Montreal, of the existence of which I learned 
as the April number of the Yourna/, which contained the medical collegiate series of 
Canada, was going to press. 

6. The Wood medal. Odverse. The University arms; a spade-shaped shield 
surmounted by mitre, and plicated bands. Within shield a cross, upon centre of which 
the open Scriptures. Beneath, a scroll, twice folded upon itself, with the legend: 
RECTI — CULTUS PECTORA — ROBORANT' Inscription: EPISCOPI COLLEGII DE LENNOX- 
VILLE | MEDICINAE | FACULTAS | MONTE-REGIO 

Reverse. Inscription: ORRINUS C. WOOD. M.D. DONAViIT Within field: (A space 
for name of recipient.) | apsjuDICATUM | sEssi1o. (A space for the date.) In the 
specimen from which the description was taken the name was F. R. England, and 
the date 1884-85. Gold. 26. Edge of obverse richly chased. 

For the description of this medal and a finely executed drawing of the obverse by 
Henry Birks & Co, of Montreal, I am indebted to Prof. A. Lapthorn Smith, M. D., 
Lecturer on Gynaecology in the University of Bishop’s College. The medal is given 
annually to the student who having “attended at least two six months’ sessions at the 
University, at the final examination has the highest number of marks on all the sub- 
jects of professional examination.” Dr. Wood, its founder, was Professor of Chemistry 
in the faculty for five years, and then of Pathology for ten years longer. 


7. The Robert Nelson medal. Odverse. The University arms as on preceding, 
but much enlarged. Inscription, in very heavy letters: UNIVERSITY OF BISHOPS COL- 
LEGE | MEDICAL FACULTY, 

Reverse. Inscription: ROBERT NELSON MEDAL Within field: AWARDED | For | 
SPECIAL EXAMINATION | IN | SURGERY Beneath, a half crown of laurel leaves, with 
fold of ribbon in centre. Gold (value $60). 28. Edges milled. 

The description and impressions of this medal I owe to Prof. Smith. He has 
also sent me photographs, which contain the additional inscription: To | HEBER 
BISHOP, B.A. | ' | APRIL | 1882 It is given annually for the best special exam- 
ination in surgery, and is open for those who having “attended at least two six 
months’ sessions at the college have taken honors in all the subjects.” 

Dr. Charles Eugene Nelson, the founder, is a resident of New York. His father, 
the late Dr. Robert Nelson, thus memorialized, one of the oldest and most beloved 
practitioners of Montreal, took a leading part in the rebellion of 1837-8. 


8. The David medal. Similar to the preceding, save with the substitution of 
the word pAvip upon obverse, and upon the reverse, within the field: For BESr PRI- 
MARY EXAMINATION Silver. 28. 

To Prof. Smith I owe the above description. Dr. Aaron H. David was Professor 
of the Principles and Practice of Medicine for thirteen years, and was long Dean of 
the Medical Faculty. He deceased about six years since. In 1889 the Faculty estab- 
lished a scholarship in his remembrance, but it was subsequently decided to confer the 
medal instead. It is awarded to the student “obtaining the highest number of marks 
in the primary examinations.” 

The above three medals, had I known of them in season, would have been 
included also in the series of Personals, under the titles of Dr. Orrin C. Wood, Dr. 
Robert Nelson, and Dr. Aaron H. David, all of Montreal. The first of them, like the 
Starr medal of the University of Toronto, perpetuates the name of its founder; the 


1 It would seem that this verb should be in the singular. 
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second is a filial tribute to the memory of a parent, in this resembling the Sutherland 
of McGill University, by which a widow has honored the devotion of her husband to 
his professional labors ; while the third, like the Holmes of McGill, places upon lasting 
record the fraternal esteem in which a teacher at the University has been held by his 
colleagues. 





Since the July number of the ‘Yourna/, learning from the Calendar of Trinity 
Medical College, Toronto, that the University of Toronto had issued a medical medal 
besides that founded by the late Dr. Starr, I have succeeded in obtaining its descrip- 
tion. 

58. Obverse. Victory, to left, extending a wreath of laurel. Upon her left arm 
a leaf of palm. Inscription: MH AHTOI ETE@ANOYZA 

Reverse. The name of recipient. Inscription, engraved: Universitas Toronto- 
nensis propter medicinam feliciter excultam. (This inscription is identical with a 
portion of that upon the Starr medal.) Gold, silver. 21. 

The obverse alone is given by McLachlan, Amer. Jour. of Numis., April, 1882, p. 
81, CCLXXIV; /ézd., Montreal, 1886, p. 67; Le Roux, p. 133, No. 746, fig. 

The reverse of this very beautiful medal seems to have been unknown to 
Le Roux, and to have been omitted by McLachlan because engraved. I owe the 
description and an impression to the Registrar of the University, Mr. H. H. Lang- 
ton, who has kindly sent them through Dr. J. Algernon Temple, M.R.CS. Eng., of 
Toronto. There were annually conferred one of the medals in gold and three in 
silver upon undergraduates obtaining the degree of M.B. with first class honors. 
They have now, however, been abolished by the Federation Act. 


The two following, of the Ste. Anne de Beaupré series, have been found by Mr. 
McLachlan since the last number of the /ourna/. 


59. Same size and general design as No. 26, but the right spire of the church is 
directly under the E in SAINTE, while in the other it is nearly under the A in ANNE, 
The eave of the roof touches below the second A in SANCTUAIRE, while in the other it 
is upon a level with the 1. 18. 

Of this I have an impression from Mr. McLachlan. It was unknown to Le Roux. 


60. Same size and general design as No. 27. Upon obverse, the top of the 
porch to right of the church is opposite p in BEAUPRE, while in the other it is opposite 
k. Upon reverse the ornament under the figure is less deep. 18. 

Mr. McLaren has sent mean impression of this also. It was equally unknown 
to Le Roux. I have myself detected another, so slight however in variation that I do 
not separately number it. It is similar to No. 13, save that there the ENKEGT was 
upon the obverse of the loop. In the present it is upon the reverse. This variety is 
unmentioned by either McLachlan or Le Roux. It is in my collection. 


There are six others of the same series that have been struck since my previous 
descriptions. I owe these also to Mr. McLachlan’s kindness. 


61. Obdbverse. Within a circle, the new church, in an atmosphere of stars, 
Inscription ; SANCTUAIRE DE SAINTE ANNE DE BEAUPRE 

Reverse. Within similar circle, Ste. Anne standing, with the youthful Virgin in 
her arms; the remainder of the field filled with fleurs-de-lis. Inscription: 0 BONNE 
SAINTE ANNE PRIEZ POUR NOUS Tin. [4. 

In my collection. 

62. As preceding, but with floreated crucial margin, and maple leaves upon 
extremities of the cross and four dots at each angle. The inscriptions also occupy 
more space. Tin. 14. Of triple thickness to the last. 

In my collection. 


63. As No. 62, but smaller. Tin. 11. 
In my collection. 
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64. As preceding, but with floreated crucial margin, as in No. 61. In the field 
there are neither stars nor fleurs-de-lis. 

65. Obverse. 
irregular stars. 
the church. 

Reverse. Within a similar space Ste. Anne seated, instructing the youthful 
Virgin, surrounded by similar stars. Beneath, an angelic head, with wings. Inscrip- 
tion as on preceding. save s™ In exergue, M Of curved quadrilateral shape. Tin. 12. 

In my collection. . 

66. As preceding, but much smaller. 

In my collection.' 


Within a curved quadrilateral, the new church, surrounded by 
Inscription as the preceding, save s™® for SAINTE. Two stars beneath 


One star beneath the church. Tin. 9. 


Devins and Bolton, Druggists, Montreal. 

67. Obverse. Within a beaded circle, the laureated head of Queen Victoria to 
Inscription: DOMINION OF CANADA | PROVINCE OF QUEBEC 

Reverse. Within a beaded circle, USE | DEVINS’ | VEGETABLE | —woRM- | PAs- 
TILLES | —-— | JuLy. 15" | 1867. Inscription: + DEVINS & BOLTON. + | DRUGGISTS, 
MONTREAL Edges beaded. Copper. 18. 39 mm. 

McLachlan omits the crosses before and after the name of the firm, the comma 
after DRUGGISTS, the dashes and dot after PASTILLES, and the dot after juLy. Le Roux 
in his figure repeats the last two of these errors, and in his description omits commas 
on both obverse and reverse. The Coin-dealers’ Catalogues frequently spell the 
firm names incorrectly. 

Wey], doc. cit, No. 112; Sandham, /oc. cé¢., p. 39, No. 95 ; McLachlan, Amer. Jour. 
of Numts., Jan., 1880, p. 76, LV ; /éid., Montreal, 1886, p. 14; Le Roux, Numismatic 
Atlas for Canada, p. 28, No. 98, fig. ; /é¢d., Le Medaillier, etc., p. 192, No. 970, fig. 

This I own. It was unknown to Neumann, and is very rare, having been the 


left. 


first issue of the kind after the Canadian Confederation, and promptly suppressed by 
Government under the new Coinage Act, because the device upon its obverse quite 


closely resembled that of the Canadian cents of 1858 and 1859. Its usual price, even 
in Canada, is stated by Le Roux to be a dollar. Sandham has affirmed? that the sup- 
pressed consignment of these tokens, eight thousand in number, is still held by the 
Canadian Customs Department, and that they may yet be placed in circulation. This 
token I described in my paper upon the medals, etc., of obstetrics and gynaecology, in 
connection with those illustrative of the nursery, infancy and childhood. 

68. DEVINS | & | BOLTON | — | MONTREAL 

This I own. Quite a number of Canadian coins, pennies, half pennies and 
Montreal bank tokens have appeared at American sales with the above counterstamp, 
which was employed after the suppression of the issue last described. It is not, how- 


1 Mr. McLachlan has been good enough to send me 
the following additions and corrections to my previous 
descriptions. 

“28 is a pattern piece. 
are known.” 

34. Mr. McLachlan is corrrect in having s®, there 
probably existing none of this type as described by Le 
Roux with sts, 

“35 has S. Anne, etc. The dots are large. 

“ 39 should read, ‘reverse as 29,’ etc. 

“40 should have the words ‘du Pélérinage’ after 
‘souvenir.’ 

“4t. Obverse as 29. 

“42. Obverse as 30. 

“*43. Similar to 30, etc. 

“44. Similar to 32, etc. 

“46. Notre Dame de Lourdes. There are a number 
of varieties of medals sold at the church of N. D. de L., 
Montreal, but all that I have seen have impressions of 
the church at the original Lourdes in France, which 
belongs to a totally different order of architecture from 
hat in Montreal. I have never heard that there was a 


Only five or six specimens 


shrine professing to engage in the healing art or in the 
miraculous, in the Montreal church. 

“47. ‘The name of the engraver is Bourne.” 

48. I previously stated that this, the alleged smaller 
of the two “Grothe” cholera medals, was admitted 
wholly upon the authority of Le Roux, and that its exis- 
tence was denied by McLachlan. This gentleman now 
gives the following reasons for his opinion: “It is an 
error of Le Roux in placing his cuts. The obverses of 
his 632 and 634 have been transposed. If you will bring 
down the obverse of his 632, you will find it agree with 
mine. ‘The other medal, represented by the obverse of 
his 634 and the reverse of his 632, is a more modern 
medal struck about 1870 for children, sometimes called 
‘Enfants de Marie,’ connected with the convents.” If 
in the face of this evidence, Dr. Le Roux is unable to 
show cause to the contrary, it should be dropped from 
the list. I would add that through the fatality which 
sometimes accompanies the most careful proof reading, 
the date upon No. 12 was given as 1887, when it should 
have been 1877. 

2 This Yournal, April, 1872, p. 75- 
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ever, mentioned by McLachlan or by Le Roux in his very complete “ Medaillier.” 
Mr. R. J. Devins of Montreal, surviving partner of the firm, writes me as follows 
regarding this counterstamp. ‘When I was first in business, owing to the numerous 
and endless oddities of coins (coppers) then in circulation, I punched every one I got 
hold of with the words ‘Devins & Bolton, Montreal.’ I kept count up to eighteen 
hundred dollars, but did not give up stamping, and kept on until I had them about 
most all thus labelled.” 

It has been thought by some numismatists, even in Canada, that the tokens of 
Holloway of London, pennies and half pennies, of 1857 and 1858, “PILLS AND OINT- 
MENT,” were struck for the Canadian provinces. This, however, seems an error. They 
appear to have been issued for Australia, and in that case cannot be included in the 
special British North American series. 

A. W. Burke, Toronto. 

69. Obverse. Within two circles, the Western hemisphere, surrounded by the 
inscription : GLOBE * ELECTRIC * BATTERY Beyond outer circle, the inscrip- 
tion: # *#*** PRICE $1.00 ***** | A. W. BURKE. TORONTO, ONT. 

Reverse. ‘Two laurel branches, fastened by a clasp. Above, a crown ; upon base 
of which, neatrn In field, two circles; within inner of which, upon an oblique paral- 
lelogram, with four stars above and below, ANnri MORBIFIC Edges milled. White metal. 
24. Dies cut by Ellis. 

ILe Roux’s description differs from his figure, by omitting in the former the dots 
after GLOBE and ELECTRIC, and substituting commas for the dots in the address upon 
the obverse, and by giving dots after the words upon reverse. 

Le Roux, /vc. cit., p. 183, No. 972, fig. 

Mr. McLachlan writes me that this was intended to be struck in zinc, witha 
copper plug, and sold as a small battery to be placed in baths, but that none were so 
made. 

C. E. A. Langlois, Toronto. 

70. Obverse. In field, a crown. Inscription: c. E. A. | LANGLOIS 

Reverse. DRINK | + | ST LEON | WATER Edges beaded. Brass. 12. 

Le Roux, /oc. cit., p. 183, No. 973, fig. 

I learn from Mr. McLachlan that this was used in the Toronto branch of the St. 
Leon Water Company. Two glasses of water were sold for five cents, and this check 
was given to save the half cent, when only one glass was taken at the time. 

As having connection with the medals of medicine must be mentioned certain 
‘temperance’ pieces which, as I have elsewhere stated,' “directly recognize that it is 
wholly within the province of physicians to determine what beverages, and the amount 
of them which, shall be considered within the bounds allowable for the preservation of 
health.” Some of these contain the pledge, with this restriction: “Unless for 
Medical or Religious purposes.” Such are, 

71. Torbay Total Abstinence Society, Newfoundland, 1879. 

McLachlan, Amer. Jour. of Numis., Oct., 1884, p. 34, No. DXLIII; /did., Mont- 
real, 1886, p. 116; Le Roux, /oc. ctt., No. 324, fig. 

72. Newfoundland Total Abstinence Society. 

McLachlan, Amer. Jour. of Numis., Oct., 1884, p. 34, No. DXLI; /ééd., Montreal, 
1886, p. 116; Le Roux, foc. czt., No. 325, fig. 

73. St. Johns (Newfoundland) Total Abstinence Society. 

McLachlan, Amer. Jour. of Numts., Oct., 1884, p. 34, No. DXLII; /did., Montreal, 
1886, p. 116; Le Roux, /oc. cit., No. 326, fig. 

Others have: “ Except used Medicinally and by order of a Medical Man.” 

74. Halifax (N. S.) Roman Catholic Total Abstinence Society, 1841. 

McLachlan, Amer. Jour. of Numis., July, 1883, p. 17, No. CCCLXXX; Jbid,, 
Montreal, 1886, p. §9; Le Roux, /oc. cit., No. 476, fig. 








1 The Sanitarian, April, 1888, p. 351. 
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75. St. Peter’s (Dartmouth, N. S.?) Catholic Total Abstinence Society. 

lbid., No. 477, fig. 

76. Catholic Temperance Society, Kingston (Ontario), 1842. 

McLachlan, Canadian Temperance Medals, Canadian Antiquarian and Numts. 
Journal, XU, April, 1886, p. 50; Le Roux, No. 740, fig. 

77. Irish Catholic Temperance Society of Ottawa, 1846. 

lbid., No. 741. fig. 

And two others still, have the last restriction in French: “ Excepte en cas de 
Maladie et par ordre d’un Médecin.” . 

78. Société d’Abstinence Compléte a Cork. 1838. 27. 

McLachlan, Amer. Jour. of Numis., July, 1881, p. 77, No. CXCIV : /did., Mont- 
real, 1886, p. 49; Le Roux, Joc. cit., No. 876, fig. 

79. As the last, but 20. 

Le Roux, /oc. ctt., No. 878, fig. 

At first sight, it seems strange to see an apparently Irish medal, in the French 
language, struck for Canada, at Birmingham, but they are accepted by the authorities 
as authentic. There is a Cork settlement (late Acton) in York Co, New Brunswick, 
west of St. John, but the pieces in question were very likely an issue of the wide-reach- 
ing campaign of Rev. Father Mathew. 

There are doubtless among Canadian practitioners, and in the families of those 
deceased, personal medals, conferred in Great Britain, France and elsewhere, for 
scientific attainments, and professional service in the field and during epidemics, but I 
have failed to learn of any such, though making inquiries through leading physicians 
at Halifax, Quebec, and Montreal. 

Ot the seventy-nine pieces that I have now described, fourteen (the medals of the 
University of Toronto, Trinity Medical College, University of Trinity College, and 
the Toronto General Hospital, the six Lesslie, the Burke and the Langlois tokens, and 
a temperance medal) belong to the Province of Ontario; fifty-nine (the two McGiil 
University medals, the three of the University of Bishop’s College, the forty-four of 
Ste. Anne de Beaupré, the doubtful Montreal Lourdes and the two (if both stand) of 
cholera, the three Le Roux and the two Devins and Bolton tokens, and probably the 
two French temperance medals) to that of Quebec; two (temperance medals) to that 
of Nova Scotia; one (the Prince of Wales: medal) to the Dominion of Canada; and 
three (temperance medals) to the Island of Newfoundland. 

I shall next consider the medical medals, etc., of the West Indies and Central 
and South America. 


CAPTAIN KIDD’S TREASURE. 


THE Hartford (Ct.) Times says the incessant rains which have lately been falling, 
have washed away a large excavation on the south side of Long Beach, a short distance 
from the Lordship farm, in Stratford, and there is much excitement there among the 
older residents, owing to the fact that several English coins have been found in the 
trenches caused by running water. Mr. Thomas Fairchild, who is one of the most 
observing men in town and who has the history of all the old residents at ready com- 
mand, says there is little doubt that Capt. Kidd’s gold is buried somewhere in the 
vicinity of the Lordship. He has always contended that the wealth stolen by the 
pirate vessels of Kidd was brought ashore on Long Beach, and the discovery of gold 
and silver coins, laid bare by the heavy rains, only strengthens his convictions. 

Many years ago the Spiritualists of Bridgeport, Huntington, and Stratford, gath- 
ered a hundred or more strong, and dug for thirty days in search of Capt. Kidd’s gold. 
The excavation covered several acres in area, and is now to be seen near the Lordship. 
A medium of some note pointed out the locality as the true one, and great faith was 
placed in her ability to discover hidden treasures. The restriction was placed upon 
the company that, while they searched, no one should speak above a whisper. This 
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stipulation was rigidly adhered to until the thirtieth day, when one of the party struck 
another accidentally on the foot with a shovel. The pain was so great that the injured 
man uttered a terrible oath and the spell was broken. Then all departed silently to 
their homes, firmly believing that they had been very near to the coveted money. 

The coins that have just been found are of gold and silver, and are very old, 
dating back some two hundred years. The Stratford Land Improvement Company 
have been for months digging a trench and throwing up a dike to keep the tide-water 
off the marsh in the rear of Long Beach, and when they continue excavations near 
the wash-out, careful search will be made not to overlook the millions (?) that are 
supposed to lie deeply buried in the sand. 


MASONIC MEDALS. 


(Continued from Vol. XXIV, p. t9.] 


DCCLXXXVI. Obverse, Figure of De Molay, Grand Master of the 
Order of the Temple, erect and facing; his head bare, with flowing locks, his 
right hand extended and his left throwing back his cloak which is lined with 
ermine, showing him in full armor, the cross of the Order on his breast; he 
is standing on a funeral pile, the ends of the logs showing in front, while 
flames are bursting out at the sides; in the left background is a small building 
and below the left corner of the pyre B. R. in small letters. Legend, sepa- 
rated by a circular line from the field, LOGE ECOSSAISE DE JACQUES DE MOLAY 
| Scottish Lodge, etc.| A small rosette of five pellets at the bottom. Re- 
verse, On the centre of the field a radiant triangle with the letter G, over 
which and dividing the legend, are the square and compasses. Legend, on 
the left, MEpAILLE and on the right DECERNEE Au and below F.*. [Medal 
awarded to Bro.] followed by a space for engraving a name. The letters 
have the proper accents. A rosette at the bottom as on the obverse. Bronze. 
Size 23. Rare.’ 

DCCLXXXVII. Obverse, Various Masonic implements,—the triangular 
level, into which are grouped the compasses, trowel, gavel, gauge, and square, 
and a sprig of acacia branching around it; over the upper angle of the level 
the letter G in a radiant star of five points. Legend, separated by a circle 
from the device, LOGE N° 18 LES SEPT ECOsSAIS UNIS [Lodge No. 18 of the 
Seven United Scotchmen]; at the bottom, completing the circle, G.".L.".$.". E.*. 
(Perhaps for Grande Loge Sept Ecossais, though | have not learned that this 
Lodge claimed such rank.) Reverse, Two branches of acacia separated at the 
top, and the square and compasses upon their crossed stems at the bottom, 
surround the inscription in four lines, L.*. LOGE | Lxs 7 ECOSSAIS UNIS | Av F.". 
(space for name) | | .. 1881.°. [The Lodge, etc., to Bro. ——] Some 
have a loop at top, with ring for suspension. Silver (?) gilt. Size 24.? 





1 This Lodge was of Paris, and ranged itself under DCXXXIV); this is evidently a member’s badge of the 
the “Supreme Conseil pour la France,” June 24, 1838, symbolic degrees, as CLVI is of the “ chapitrale.” The 
as No. 64. It seems to have been “e# sommeil” in 1864. Lodge by which it was struck was established by the 


Its name does not appear in the Calendar of the Grand Grand Orient Feb. 4, 1809, as stated under LIII. Bro. 








Orient for 1835, and I have not learned the date of its 
Charter. 

2 This I describe from an engraving in the Revue 
Belge de la Numismatique for 1884; Bro. Shackles has 
also sent me a rubbing. Several medals of this Lodge 
I have already mentioned (LIII, CLVI, DCV, and 


Shackles mentions that “about 1820 it distinguished 
itself by giving prizes to poor scholars of the elementary 
schools and was still working in 1846;” it soon after 
became dormant, but was revived under the auspices of 
the Supreme Council of France in 1855, and is still or 
was recently active. 
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DCCLXXXVIII. Obverse, Medal of the ‘“ Loge des Coeurs Unis” of 
Paris. The square and compasses in laurel, and enclosing a star, with legend 
as on obverse of CXLVII, but without op.r. Reverse, An altar with two 
burning hearts, and legend, as on reverse of CXLVII, but without date in 
exergue. Theo has three dots. A loop and ring for suspension at the top. 
Silver (?) gilt. Size 17 nearly.' 

DCCLXXXIX. Obverse, An angel with long wings pointing down- 
ward, standing on a portion of a sphere; her hands uplifted hold a triangular 
level in which is a five-pointed star; the compasses with points upward are 
placed upon the level; the angel is surrounded by a glory of rays; the globe 
on which she stands has Paris 5880 under her feet, and the remainder is 
divided by parallels and meridians; in one of the compartments at the left 
near the side a small B; a wreath of acacia, slightly open at the top, sur- 
rounds the field, within which between the rays and the leaves is the legend, 
LOOLES AMIS Du PROGRES [The Lodge Friends of Progress.] Reverse, A 
wreath of oak with acorns on the right, and olive with berries on the left, 
open at the top and tied at the bottom with a bow of ribbon, surrounds a 
field slightly raised, and bordered with a circle of dots, and left blank for 
engraving. At the bottom, outside the wreath, in very small letters, pusEaux 
A PARIS. Most of the medals have a knob or ball inserted at the top, which 
is pierced fora ring. Silver. Size 32.’ 


DCCXC. Obverse, Similar design to preceding, but there is no wreath, 
and the letters of the legend are very near the edge. Reverse, Similar to 


the reverse of LXXXV, the square and compasses in a wreath, etc., and 


legend. Bronze and gilt. Size 23. 
DCCXCI. Obverse, As the preceding. Reverse, The field plain for 


an inscription, and surrounded by a circle of dots, outside of which the legend 
SOUVENIR DE RECONNAISSANCE and a five-pointed star at the bottom. This, as 
is evident from the legend, is a token of recognition of membership; the name 
of the recipient was probably engraved on the field, when presented. 
Copper, gilt. Size 23. 

DCCXCII. Obverse, The square and compasses enclosing a radiant 
blazing star of tive points on which is the letter G; the rays from the star 
extend into the field and are surmounted by the emblems. Legend, above, 
NOVO QUE SPARSIT LUMINE TERRAS |And sheds abroad over the earth a new 
light *] and below, o DE La TOLERANCE. (The Lodge-mark encloses three dots 
and the first £ in Tolerance has the accent.) |The Lodge of Tolerance. | 
Reverse, The inscription in seven lines, 0.°. | DE PARIS | — | RECOMPENSE | AU 
ZELE MAGON.*. | — | AU R.*. F.*. | LA TOLERANCE | RECONNAISSANTE |— _ In the 
sixth line a space for niet after the letters r. Fr. which in the impression 


as I learn from 


1 This description is from the Medal in Bro. Shack- 
les’ collection. An impression was shown in the Ma- 
sonic Exhibition for Devon and Cornwall, England, 
June 27-July 1, 1887, catalogued as No. 337, where it is 
stated it was struck about 158o. 

2 This Lodge was chartered with its Orient at Paris 
by the Grand Orient of France, June 28, 1880, and in- 
Stalled the 12th of the following July. As has been 
mentioned elsewhere, many of the French Lodges adopt 
special distinctive ribbons of one or more colors; this 


Lodge uses those of the “ Tricolor, 
Mons. Brichaut, who has given much attention to French 
and Belgian Masonics. 

3 These two medals doubtless belong to the same 
Lodge which struck DCCLXXXIX. I describe them 
from impressions kindly sent me by Mr. Frossard. 
My thanks are also due to Mons. Brichaut who has sent 
me an engraving of DCCXC, and several other recent 
Masonics. 

4 See Aeneid, iv: 584. 
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before me reads cH. T= ELOI 15 JUILLET 1852 [Orient of Paris, The Lodge 
Tolerance awards this recompense to Res. Bro. Ch. Tre. Eloi, July 15, 1852, in 
recognition of his Masonic zeal.| (The letters have the proper accents.) The 
medal has a ball at the top, pierced with a ring. Silver. Size 17." 


DCCXCIII. Obverse, Inscription in three lines, LOGE | DES ARTISTES | 
0.". DE PARIS. [Lodge of Artists, etc.] Reverse, A Roman lamp, the flame 
on the right. No legend. Silver. Size 16. 


I have some information concerning other Paris Masonics, and hope to obtain detailed 
descriptions before the next number of the Yourna/. W. T. R. M. 


EARLY MEDALS OF THE SAVIOUR. 


In a former number of the Jowrna/ is a notice of a bronze medal which had lately 
been brought from Perugia, Italy, the Hebrew inscriptions on which had been trans- 
lated by one of our Hebrew scholars. A description of this medal may be found in 
Milman’s ‘“ History of Christianity,” in the chapter on “Earliest Images of the 
Saviour,” in a note to Page 390, Vol. 3. 

The other is adduced in an “ Essay on Ancient Coins, Medals and Gems, as 
illustrating the Progress of Christianity in the Early Ages,” by the Rev. R. Walsh. 
This is a kind of medal or tessera of metal, representing Christ as He is described in 
the apocryphal letter of Lentulus to the Roman Senate. It has a head of Christ, the 
hair parted over the forehead, covering the ears, and falling over the shoulders; the 
face is long, the beard short and thin. It has the name Jesus in Hebrew, and has 
not the nimbus, or glory. On the reverse is an inscription in a kind of cabalistic 
character, of which the sense seems to be, ‘The Messiah reigns in Peace ; God is 
made man.” This may possibly be a tessera of the Jewish Christians, or modelled 
after a Gnostic type of the first age of Christianity. See Déiscours sur les Types [mita- 
tifs de l’ Art du Christianisme, par M. Raoul Rochette. 

In this connection I take the following interesting extract from an article on 
“ Portraits of Our Saviour,” in Harper's Magasine for May, 1886, containing a descrip- 
tion of a medal in the Ashmolean Museum, Oxford, England :— 

‘Small images in brass in the form of statues, and medals bearing the bust of 
Christ, with legends or inscriptions in Hebrew and Greek, were frequent in the earliest 
times. These are believed to be of Gnostic origin, and to belong to the first, second 
and third centuries. They probably were used as tokens or amulets. The discovery 
of an example of this medal in 1793, at Bryngwyn, in Wales, where there had been an 
ancient temple, and others, led to the study of the archzology of the Christ medals. 
An eminent authority, Hottinger, says that such as these were produced in gold and 
silver, as well as bronze; and some with Jewish inscriptions were made for the early 
Jewish converts, and were even continued into the midde ages. One shows the medal 
found at the ancient circus in Wales. The inscription is in Hebrew, and reads, ‘ The 
Messiah has reigned. He came in peace, and being made the Light of man, He lives.’ 
This relic is now in the Ashmolean Museum at Oxford, but is regarded as a copy of a 
more ancient original. These medals may be classed according to their inscriptions, 
which are in Hebrew, Greek and Latin. The Hebrew medals were for Jewish 
converts, and were generally what may be called the Messiah class, as they bore some 
motto or title referring to Christ as the Messiah.” 

Translations of the Hebrew inscription were made by Professor Young and two 
other Hebrew scholars, which differ somewhat from the above, but not essentially. 

R. S. 


1 This Medal, struck by the Lodge named, seems to ported by Mr. Frossard), and I think the medal, from 
correspond to the “Past Master’s jewel” as used in its character, must be rare. 
English and American Lodges. I have seen but one 2 I describe this from an impression kindly sent me 
impression, which is in Gen. Lawrence’s collection, (im- by Mr. L. H. Low, and the only one I have ever seen. 
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“ BLACK DOGGES.” 


Mr. Crospy’s query about Black Dogges has aroused considerable interest. We print 
a reply below, which is exceedingly ingenious, and until we received the note from Mr. D. L. 
Walter, which follows it, were inclined to accept the explanation offered. 

The trouble with the theory however is that French authorities assign the “Crowned C”’ 
pieces of Cayenne to Louis XV, whose reign began some years after the term came into use, 
which seems to dispose of the conjecture as to the origin of the name, so far as it relates to 
them. Yet it is by no means impossible that the slang term had some such ori 


gin. 


Editors American Journal of Numismatics: 


Tue Yournal for April, 1888, (p. 96,) contained a query from Mr. Crosby, about 
“ Black Dogges,” to which a further reference was made in the number for October 
of the same year (p. 47). Looking over some old volumes of the “ Coin Collector’s 
Journal ’’ I came across the following, which may perhaps add some light ; (See April 
1887, page 52:) “ There are only two coins of the Island of Tobago, and even these 
are borrowed. They are Cayenne Sous, stamped with the letters r B and TOBAGO. 
These curious pieces passed current on the Island for many years, under the singular 
name of Dogs. The T B variety was of the value of one dog, while that counter- 
stamped TOBAGO was of the value of two dogs and a half.”” So far the Coin Collector's 
Journal. 

These pieces, I may add, even with the counterstamp are not very rare, and 
without it not uncommon. They are ‘black money,’ that is, washed with silver, or 
billon ; they. look like billon. They are probably of French mintage. If I may hazard 
the suggestion, may not the name “dogges’”’ arise from some play on words, or misap- 
prehension of the words Cayenne and chien or chienne, that is, dog, male or female, 
which particularly as pronounced in the fatozs of the Franco-American Colonies, might 
easily be confused. Of course the billon Sou, with nothing on the obverse but C 
surmounted by a crown and reverse blank, is the one I refer to, not the 1789 Two- 
Sous pieces with the inscription COLONIE DE CAYENNE, which are socommon. Now 
the law Mr. Crosby quotes is of 1721, the very year of the issue of the “Colonies 
Frangoises ” pieces of copper with a cipher of two L's crossed, and it might be inferred 
that ¢hey are the “black dogges,” were it not for the fact that pieces so called (as 
appears from the first portion of his query) were in circulation as early as 1693. I 
merely suggest this because they were struck, as is admitted, for Cayenne, and thé 
others, with crossed Ls, apparently for all the Colonies, and undoubtedly circulated in 
Cayenne. 

Tobago became a French possession in 1677, and Cayenne, originally a French 
colony, had various masters, but from 1675 and onward was under the rule of France. 
If the crowned C pieces can be assigned to the close of the seventeenth century, the 
alternate possession of Cayenne by French and English would perhaps give us a clue 
to the origin of the name “Black Dogges.” If they were called, as we may not unrea- 
sonably suppose, by the French, Cayennois, (plural Cayennoises,) we see at once how 
easy the transition vulgarly to chzens noirs, or in English, “black dogs,” to which 
the fact that they were “black money” gives additional plausibility. The billon may 
be the chiens noirs, and the copper the halves, particularly as they were of different 
values. These conjectures are offered for your consideration, as a fossib/e answer to 
the query. L. 

From the note mentioned above from Mr. David L. Walter, of New York, on the subject 
of these “negrine canines,” we take some extracts, which throw further light on the subject. 
After remarking that the term seems to be a popular designation of some piece, in the nature 
of “slang,” which thought induced him to look over a Dictionary of Argot, and other similar 
works, he found in “ A New English Dictionary on Historical Principles, founded mainly on 
the Materials collected by the Philological Society, etc.” (Oxford, 1888) of which the first 
volume only (Letters A and B) has yet been published, the following :— 
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“ Black Dog. A cant name in Queen Anne’s time for a bad shilling or other base silver 
coin. Obs. 

‘1706, Luttrell, in Ashton, Reign of Queen Anne, IL: 225. ‘The Art of making Black 
Dogs, which are Shillings or other pieces of Money, made only of Pewter double Wash’d.’ 

“a724. Swift. Drapier’s Letters. Works, 1755, Vol. Il: 44. ‘ Butchers’ Half pence, 
black dogs, and others the like.’’ 

Mr. Walter then turned to the latter passage, which is in Letter iii, where it appears that 
the Commissioners had said inter alia that Wood’s were better and heavier than the old current 
coppers. Swift, (the Drapier) answers that Wood produced the worst specimens he could find, 
such “as were coined in small quantities by permission to private men, such as butchers’ Half 
pence, black dogs, and others the like, or perhaps the small St. Patrick’s coin, which passes for 
a farthing, ete.” 

Queen Anne succeeded William III in March, 1702, but the term Black dogs was in 
popular use, as has been shown, some years before. The reference to the “St. Patrick’s 
pieces,” otherwise known as Mark Newby’s coppers, reminded us of the article by Mr. White- 
head on that coin, in the ¥ourna/ (Vol. VII, pp. 30, 31), and also of the papers in the same 
volume, on the origin of these coppers; there we find that they were coined in Ireland about 
1675 or earlier, and that large numbers were brought to this country, where they were placed 
in circulation by Newbie and his friends. Mr. Whitehead observes : — 

‘It is well known that the early colonists suffered much inconvenience, for want of a 
sufficient circulating medium, and several instances are on record, of the adoption of measures 
to give to the imported coins a fictitious value, in order to retain them in America, and in West 
Jersey there was an act passed ‘for the enhancing or raising Coins of Money to greater rates.’ 

‘In New York, such a procedure was discountenanced by the Duke of York [Colonial 
Docs. III, p. 234], but his Secretary, when communicating this to Gov. Andros, added, ‘ I’me 
told that noe law prohibiting ye sending our brass farthings thither, if it be worth ye while to 
carry ym thither.” ‘This was in 1675, and the circumstances may have .become known to 
Newbie before his embarkation, for we are told that he brought with him a great number 
[Smith's New Jersey, p. 153, says ‘a parcel’} of Irish half-penny pieces, [Mickle’s Gloucester, 
p. 48, ofe,| which are understood to have been under weight, or of less value than the standard 
coin; probably of a similar character with the ‘brass farthings’ referred to by the Duke of 
York’s Secretary. The number brought by him must have been considerable, or he may, as 
some have conjectured, have continued the manufacture of them after his arrival, [Elmer’s Cum- 
berland, p. 122] for in May, 1682, at the session when he took his seat as a representative, the 


General Assembly repealed the act above referred to, for enhancing the value of coins, and 
passed the following :— 


“VI. And for the more convenient payment of small sums, Be rr ENACTED by author- 
ity aforesaid, that AZark Newbie's half pence, called Patrick’s half pence, shall, from and after 
the said FKighteenth Instant, [May, when the repeal of the previous act was to go into opera- 
tion] pass for half-pence current pay of this Province, provided he, the said Maré, give sufficient 
security to the Speaker of this House, for the use of the General Assembly from time to time, 
being that he, the said Maré, his Executors and Administrators, shall and will change the said 
half-pence for pay, equivalent upon demand, and provided, also, that no Person or Persons be 
hereby obliged to take more than /ve shi//ings in one payment.’ [Grants and Concessions, 
Pp. 445-]” | 

There is nothing improbable in the supposition that these brass farthings circulated also 
to some extent in Boston and vicinity, and as they seem to have been called Black dogs in the 
Mother country, they very likely bore the same name here. Until further information is gained 
we may therefore consider that the “Black Dogges” referred to in Mr. Crosby’s query were 
very possibly the Newby coppers, of which there were two sizes, whether designed for pence 
and halfpence or halfpence and farthings, is not settled. As to the origin of the name we can 
offer no suggestion. Some of these coppers may have been put into circulation in Cayenne by 
the English, previous to its acquisition by the French in 1677, and there is of course a possibil- 
ity that the theory of our correspondent above may have some foundation after all; but with 
our present knowledge we must regard it though plausible, as rather fanciful. W. T. R. M. 
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NOTES AND QUERIES. 
FRANKLIN MEDALS. 

Can any Yournal reader inform me whether there are any Medals of Franklin struck to 
commemorate him as a /rinter? Blades in his “ Printers’ Medals,” says that many “ have 
been issued in memory of Franklin the Politician, the Patriot, and the man of Science; but, so 
far as I can learn, not one has commemorated the fact most interesting to us—that he was a 
famous Printer,” CAXTON, 

FRENCH MINT-MARKS AGAIN. 

My thanks are due to R.S. for the kind reply to my Query in the January /ourna/ 
concerning Mint-marks ;—the “small mark or figure, such as a lion, anchor, etc.,” is there 
explained as indicating under whose directorship a piece was struck. ‘This is the point I am 
anxious to be informed upon : — Where can one find the names of the directors indicated by such 
marks, and the mints over which they presided? If this can be ascertained, it would help 
me to approximately date and certainly locate a medal, which can be positively assigned to a 
given place and period in no other way that I have been able to discover, as it has nothing 
to indicate its origin but the little device. NORFOLK, 


AMERICAN SHILLINGS. 
AN inquiry from abroad asks “ What is an American Shilling?” The term is of long 
standing, and has often been explained as a relic of Colonial days. Possibly the best answer 
we can give is found in the following “ clipping.” 


There is no American shilling, and no generally accepted value of such coin now in any 
part of the United States, except as relating to the value of the English shilling. Up to about 
1860, from the depreciated currency of Colonial times, what was called a New England or 
Yankee shilling, though there was no such coin, represented a value of 16% cents, and this 
value attached to the term in many other States; in New York currency the shilling similarly 
represented 12} cents, in Pennsylvania currency 134 cents, and in Georgia and South Carolina 
219 cents. 

BEES ON COINS 

TuE emblem of Honey Bees upon coins is suggestive. This insect above the head of a 
figure signified future greatness. Over the head of his horse, the bee prophesied for Dionysius 
a career of glory. As he attempted to mount his horse, a swarm of honey-gatherers flew around 
him, which was explained by Gallotas to prognosticate “ great success in war.” 


A COIN PHOTOGRAPHED BY ELECTRICITY. 

Mr. F, GREENE recently proved that a fac-simile of a coin can be impressed upon the 
moist film of a dry plate by electricity. ‘The current passed between the terminals of a battery, 
one of which had been immersed in an acid solution, and the other connected with and resting 
upon the coin laid on the film of the plate, the latter being also immersed in the solution. 
After the current had passed a short time, the coin was removed and the plate developed. 
Soon a distinct image of the coin appeared. ‘The experiment shows that electric action is a 
substitute for light. Here is an interesting field opened for investigation. Cannot some scien- 
tist try the experiment of passing the current through some conductive subject at a distance 
from the plate. If this is successful, there then follows the possibility of taking photographs 
by wire in the same manner as sound is transmitted. It would seem that Mr. Greene has made 
a more important discovery than he is aware of. —Z.xchange. 


AFRICAN MONEY. 

Amonc the African curiosities lately exhibited in London was the iron money formed in 
the shape of flat spearheads which is used among the countries between the Falls and Nyang- 
we ; one of the larger pieces, perhaps the native equivalent for a £100 note, was tall as a man, 
while it represents the market value of two slaves. 


THE “ AVALONIA” COPPER. 

THE Coin dealers refuse to forget the stupendous blunder of that wise man who called 
the Glastonbury token a pattern piece of Avalonia. We have noticed several squibs of the 
Cataloguers “poking fun” at the erudition of the article alluded to. The latest is contained in 
Mr. Frossard’s announcement of his 94th Sale, to take place October 18, where under No. 546 
he has “ Avalonia..... The scholastic reputation of one of the most illustrious College 
professors of the country is intimately associated with this curious token; it may be said to rest 
upon it firmly as upon a rock.” 
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COIN SALES. 


AMERICAN COINS IN ENGLISH SALES. 


Some of the finest and many rare American coins appear at the sales in London. Ina late Cata- 
logue we noticed a New York Cent, 1787, obv., Eagle, E Pluribus Unum; rev., Excelsior, etc., fine and 
rare; Immunis Columbia, New York, 1787; Neo Eboracus, 1787, rev., Liber natus, etc., v. f. and exces- 
sively rare; Nova Constellatio (3), v. f-; New York, 1786, Non Vi Virtute Vici, rev., Neo, etc., v. f. 
and ex. rare. U.S. Cents, 1793, 4, 5, 1801; Half do., 1795, all v. f.; New Jersey (2), Rosa Americana 
and other Americans (58), Pine-tree Shillings (5), Virginia Halfpenny, Auctori Connec., Massachusetts, 
etc., etc. Medals of Washington, various ; Rhode Island and others. These brought excellent prices. 

Of the extent of these sales very few are aware. Among the lots were twenty-five Double (gold) 
Sovereigns of George IV, all very fine; of Crowns of George III, twenty-one, very fine: George II, Two 
Guinea pieces (11), all very fine; ** Spade” Guineas, George III, some twenty-five ; and of other types a 
larger number. 


EDITORIAL. 

We have received a letter from Mr. LyMan H. Low, written from Amsterdam, where he 
has been attending a large sale of coins, held there early in September ; he was the only repre- 
sentative in person on the ground, of English or American coin dealers, though we learn that 
Mr. Chapman, of Philadelphia, had been there and left some bids, and doubtless others had 
correspondents who were present, since ‘competition runs high at times. Coins,” he says, 
“bring better prices here than in New York, and they can sell any number of high-priced 
pieces here, while with us the number of buyers of such coins and medals is much more 
limited. All English Medals are running very high, and Foreign Medals having reference to 
America go ‘way up!’ The sale is very tedious: I sat from 10 to 4 yesterday, and resumed 
at 7 P. M., remaining till 1o, but the sale continued until 2. I have obtained some choice 
pieces for American customers.”” Mr. Low is proposing to look in on the dealers in Brussells, 
Paris, London, etc., on his way home, and expects by the middle of October to be ready to 
show his acquisitions to his American friends. He mentions that the buyers of Masonics 
have apparently cleared the market of the scarcer pieces, and that they will probably bring 
better prices here, in the near future, than ever before. 


Our thanks are due to friends and correspondents abroad for favors received, in the 
form of Catalogues and announcements of coming sales. Messrs. Adolph Weyl, of Berlin, 
Otto Helbing of Munich, J. Schulman of Vienna, and Giulio Sambon of Milan, have frequently 
remembered us. Mons. Hoffman of Paris, and the Messrs. Lincoln of London, are always 
ready to advise us of coming sales when American coins are to be offered. From Leipzig we 
receive regularly the “ Numismatischer Verkehr,” published by C. G. Thieme, a very full Cata- 
logue of coins, medals, “ orders,” books, etc., particularly rich in ancient coins, for sale at 
fixed prices. Mr. Thieme will willingly send copies to American correspondents who may 
desire to purchase, if they will forward their addresses, and his prices as a rule are very 
reasonable. Masonic Collectors will generally find a list of fifteen or twenty pieces in each 
issue. His address is Gewandgasschen No. 5, Leipzig. 


By some accident we have failed to receive the continuation we expected of the bright 
papers entitled Gleanings, with which Mr. Tasker-Nugent has favored the Yournal for sev era 
numbers. We hope to resume before long the publication of another series. 





CURRENCY. 


A penny saved is better than a dollar invested in a Louisiana lottery ticket. 

A MODERN instance of transmutation is that of a man who is engaged in turning ducks 
into ducats. 

Every word we speak is the medal of a dead thought or feeling, struck in the die of some 
human experience. O. W. HOLMES, 








